Fahrenheit 451

Assignment 1

By Alex Beck

11/13/98

Period 2

Presented to:

Mr. Ritko

English 8

Room 106

I. Vocabulary
1.Python- A dragon or serpent that was the tutelary demon of the oracular cult at Delphi until killed and expropriated by Apollo. 
(Ray Bradbury, P3) “With this great python spitting its venomous kerosene upon the world, the blood pounded in his head, and his hand were the hands of some amazing conductor conducting playing all the symphonies of blazing and burning.” 

The python attacked the helpless young child, who was lost in the rainforest.
2.Venomous- Full of or containing venom.

(Ray Bradbury, P3) “With this great python spitting its venomous kerosene upon the world, the blood pounded in his head, and his hand were the hands of some amazing conductor conducting playing all the symphonies of blazing and burning.”

The venomous poison caused me to puke my guts out before killing me.

3.Conductor- One who directs an orchestra or other such group.

(Ray Bradbury, P3) “With this great python spitting its venomous kerosene upon the world, the blood pounded in his head, and his hand were the hands of some amazing conductor conducting playing all the symphonies of blazing and burning.”

The conductor of the symphony wore a black and white tuxedo.

4.Symphony- Harmony, especially of sound or color.

(Ray Bradbury, P3) “With this great python spitting its venomous kerosene upon the world, the blood pounded in his head, and his hand were the hands of some amazing conductor conducting playing all the symphonies of blazing and burning.”

A symphony of light and music was displayed in Fantasia.

5.Lubricated- A substance, such as grease or oil, that reduces friction when applied as a surface coating to moving parts.
(Ray Bradbury, P4) “The silent air propelled the train soundlessly down Its lubricated flue.” 

When my wife forgot to put lubricant in the car, it burned up.

6.Flue- A pipe, tube, or channel for conveying hot air, gas, steam, or smoke, as from a furnace or fireplace to a chimney.

(Ray Bradbury, P4) “The silent air propelled the train soundlessly down Its lubricated flue.”

We have our flue cleaned every fall before using our chimney.
7.Buckling- to cause to bend, warp, or crumple.
(Ray Bradbury, P5) “Each time he made the turn, he saw only the white, unused, buckling sidewalk with perhaps, on one night, something vanishing swiftly across a lawn before he could focus his eyes or speak.”
The earthquake caused extensive buckling of the coastal highway.
8. Amber- Color. A brownish yellow.
(Ray Bradbury, P7) “He saw himself in her eyes, suspended in two shining drops of bright water, himself dark and tiny, in fine detail, the lines about his mouth, everything there, as if her eyes were two miraculous bits of violet amber that might capture and hold him intact.”

My brother’s bedroom is painted amber.

9. Whiffed- A slight, gentle gust of air; a waft: a whiff of cool air

(Ray Bradbury, P11) “People were more often-he searched for a smile, found one in his work-torches, blazing away until they whiffed out.”

I whiffed the nitrous oxide, destroying my brain.

10. Moonstones- A variety of feldspar valued as a gem for its pearly translucence.
(Ray Bradbury, P14) “The moonstones vanished.”

The moonstones gave off a luminescent glow.

11. Melancholy- Sadness or depression of the spirits
(Ray Bradbury, P16-17) “And the men with cigarettes in their straight lined mouths, the men with their eyes of puff adders took up their load of machine and tube, their case of liquid melancholy and the slow dark sludge of nameless stuff, and strolled out the door.”

After my wife died I was melancholy for one year.

12. Lozenge- A small, medicated candy intended to be dissolved slowly in the mouth to lubricate and soothe irritated tissues of the throat.

(Ray Bradbury, P19) “”I don’t know anything anymore,” he said, and let the sleep lozenge dissolve on his tongue.”

Since I had a sore throat, I put a lozenge in my mouth.

13- Thimbles- Any of various tubular sockets or sleeves in machinery.
(Ray Bradbury, P19) “She was an expert at lip reading from ten years of apprenticeship at Seashell Ear Thimbles.”

We manufactured thimbles at Seashell Ear Thimbles.

14- Salamander- A mythical creature, generally resembling a lizard, believed capable of living in or withstanding fire.
(Ray Bradbury, P20) “He stood in the hall of the house, putting on his badge with the orange salamander burning across it.”

The hideous salamander took part in the mythical legend.

15- Phoenix- Mythology. A bird in Egyptian mythology that lived in the desert for 500 years and then consumed itself by fire, later to rise renewed from its ashes.

(Ray Bradbury, P4) “But he knew his mouth had only moved to say hello, and then when she seemed hypnotized by the salamander on his arm and the phoenix disc on his chest, he spoke again.”

In mythology, the phoenix bird would rise from the ashes.
16- Swarm- A large number of insects or other small organisms, especially when in motion.
(Ray Bradbury, P3) “He strode in a swarm of fireflies.”

The swarm of bees attacked me viciously.

17- Waft- To cause to go gently and smoothly through the air or over water.
(Ray Bradbury, P4) “Whistling, he let the escalator waft him into the still night air.”

I wafted over the ocean in my small sailboat.

18- Tallow- Hard fat obtained from parts of the bodies of cattle, sheep, or horses, and used in foodstuffs or to make candles, leather dressing, soap, and lubricants.
(Ray Bradbury, P12) “He felt his smile slide away, melt, fold over and down on itself like a tallow skin.”

During a colonial life demonstration we saw a tallow candle being made.

19- Kerosene- A thin oil distilled from petroleum or shale oil, used as a fuel for heating and cooking, in lamps, and as a denaturant for alcohol.

(Ray Bradbury, P3) “With this great python spitting its venomous kerosene upon the world, the blood pounded in his head, and his hand were the hands of some amazing conductor conducting playing all the symphonies of blazing and burning.”
The Russian spaceships used kerosene.
20- tamped- To pack down tightly by a succession of blows or taps.

(Ray Bradbury, P13) “And in her ears, the little Seashells, the thimble radios tamped tight, and an electronic ocean of sound.”

He tamped the tobacco into his old pipe.

II. Point of view

Fahrenheit 451 was written in the third person:

· “He had felt that a moment prior to making this turn someone had been there.”

· “The silent air propelled train soundlessly down Its lubricated flue.”

· “With this great python spitting its venomous kerosene upon the world, the blood pounded in his head, and his hand were the hands of some amazing conductor conducting playing all the symphonies of blazing and burning.” 

III. As you can see the Author wrote it in a all-knowing god like nature thus the third person.
IV. Setting

This book takes place in the far future in the U.S.

· “The silent air propelled train soundlessly down Its lubricated flue.”
· “Its only 2000 dollars.”

· IV. Characters

Guy Montag- Main character. Is a fairly intelligent mislead character that is a fireman. (In this book firemen burn books and people) He is tall fairly well built and fairly handsome.

Clarisse McClellan- is a friend of Montag. She is 17 and very yippee. She is fairly tall and knows a lot about the past of humans.

Helen Montag- Montag’s wife. Fairly good looking and dosen’t seem that intelligent. Is an actor.

V. Plot

As of yet no clear plot has been introduced. 
